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carried it to completion, confident that untold benefit would
accrue from its provision.
They were right in their surmise. That mountain road
changed completely the direction of the stream of traffic
flowing between Switzerland and Italy. The novelty of
the route, the magnificent panoramas unfolded from every
foot of its length, appealed to the tourist and traveller and
they bravely essayed the "pass." To-day that mountain
road is trodden but seldom. It has fallen into desuetude;
the railway has killed its utility.
So soon as the iron horse invaded the little country it
was sought to carry it into Italy via the St. Gotthard; not
over the mountain crest, but through its base. Every
engineer nursed the ambition to overcome that frowning
knot with the steel highway. For years brilliant minds
lived, dreamt, and died obsessed with this one great idea.
Even in 1846, when the first railway was opened from
Baden to Zurich, preparations were made to carry the line
onward through the mountain chain. To the Swiss people,
boring through a mountain for nine miles or so appeared
no more difficult than burrowing through a hillock for as
many yards. It was only a question of time and expense.
An "Alpine tunnel fever" set in with terrible malig-
nancy, and there was fierce rivalry and jealousy created
between the various railway companies, cantons and towns
as to who should have the honour of completing this re-
markable link. Fortunately the Government itself pre-
served a cool head, turned a deaf ear to entreaties, refused
concessions, and discouraged any possible hope of financial
aid. The last-named factor proved the greatest stumbling-
block, but there is no doubt that if the money could have
been obtained for such an enterprise an attempt to tunnel
the Alps would have been made in the 'fifties.
Though the ambition was scotched it was not killed by
any means, for a few years later the same scheme was
revived and more keenly discussed than ever. The French
and Italian nations resuscitated the project by co-operating
in the effort to pierce the Col de Fr6jus, popularly known